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§750.708

§750.708 Acceptance of state zoning.

(a) 23 U.S.C. 131(d) provide that signs
“may be erected and maintained with-
in 660 feet of the nearest edge of the
right-of-way within areas . .. which are
zoned industrial or commercial under
authority of State law.” Section 131(d)
further provides, ‘‘The States shall
have full authority under their own
zoning laws to zone areas for commer-
cial or industrial purposes, and the ac-
tions of the States in this regard will
be accepted for the purposes of this
Act.”

(b) State and local zoning actions
must be taken pursuant to the State’s
zoning enabling statute or constitu-
tional authority and in accordance
therewith. Action which is not a part
of comprehensive zoning and is created
primarily to permit outdoor adver-
tising structures, is not recognized as
zoning for outdoor advertising control
purposes.

(c) Where a unit of government has
not zoned in accordance with statutory
authority or is not authorized to zone,
the definition of an unzoned commer-
cial or industrial area in the State-
Federal agreement will apply within
that political subdivision or area.

(d) A zone in which limited commer-
cial or industrial activities are per-
mitted as an incident to other primary
land uses is not considered to be a com-
mercial or industrial zone for outdoor
advertising control purposes.

§750.709 On-property or on-premise
advertising.

(a) A sign which consists solely of the
name of the establishment or which
identifies the establishment’s principal
or accessory products or services of-
fered on the property is an on-property
sign.

(b) When a sign consists principally
of brand name or trade name adver-
tising and the product or service adver-
tised is only incidental to the principal
activity, or if it brings rental income
to the property owner, it shall be con-
sidered the business of outdoor adver-
tising and not an on-property sign.

(c) A sale or lease sign which also ad-
vertises any product or service not con-
ducted upon and unrelated to the busi-
ness or selling or leasing the land on
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which the sign is located is not an on-
property sign.

(d) Signs are exempt from control
under 23 U.S.C. 131 if they solely adver-
tise the sale or lease of property on
which they are located or advertise ac-
tivities conducted on the property on
which they are located. These signs are
subject to regulation (subpart A, part
750, chapter I, 23 CFR) in those States
which have executed a bonus agree-
ment, 23 U.S.C. 131(j). State laws or
regulations shall contain criteria for
determining exemptions. These criteria
may include:

(1) A property test for determining
whether a sign is located on the same
property as the activity or property ad-
vertised; and

(2) A purpose test for determining
whether a sign has as its sole purpose
the identification of the activity lo-
cated on the property or its products or
services, or the sale or lease of the
property on which the sign is located.

(3) The criteria must be sufficiently
specific to curb attempts to improperly
qualify outdoor advertising as ‘‘on-
property’’ signs, such as signs on nar-
row strips of land contiguous to the ad-
vertised activity when the purpose is
clearly to circumvent 23 U.S.C. 131.

§750.710 Landmark signs.

(a) 23 U.S.C. 131(c) permits the exist-
ence of signs lawfully in existence on
October 22, 1965, determined by the
State, subject to the approval of the
Secretary, to be landmark signs, in-
cluding signs on farm structures or
natural surfaces, of historic or artistic
significance, the preservation of which
is consistent with the purpose of 23
U.S.C. 131.

(b) States electing to permit land-
mark signs under 23 U.S.C. 131(c) shall
submit a one-time list to the Federal
Highway Administration for approval.
The list should identify each sign as
being in the original 1966 inventory. In
the event a sign was omitted in the
1966 inventory, the State may submit
other evidence to support a determina-
tion that the sign was in existence on
October 22, 1965.

(c) Reasonable maintenance, repair,
and restoration of a landmark sign is
permitted. Substantial change in size,
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